Calhoun County Historical Commission
August 12, 2025 Minutes

Calhoun County Historical Commission met August 12,2025, at the Calhoun
County Library, 200 West Mahan, Port Lavaca, Calhoun, Texas at 6:30 p.m.
Chairman Larry Nichols presided. Call to Order, Invocation, and Pledges of
Allegiance were led by Mr. Nichols. Members and guests introduced
themselves. Members attending were Mary Belle Meitzen, John Foester,
Gary Ralston, Jody Weaver, Jesse Briseno, Jessie Hubbell, Larry Nichols,
Steve Koch, Sheryl Cuellar, Jay Cuellar, and Vicki Cox. Guests included
Kelly Vickery, Pat Petrisky, Derrick Smith, Nicholas Jones, and Adam
Vickery. Quorum present.

Jody Weaver moved to accept July 15,2025 Minutes. Steve Koch seconded,
and motion was approved. Treasurer Gary Ralston reported Total Accounts
$68,734.56, Capital Outlay 2025 $2,496.56 and Total Transactions 2025
$3,954.34. Steve Koch moved to accept Treasurer's Report, Jessie Hubbell
seconded, and motion was approved. New computer is budgeted for 2026.
There was no THC Correspondence. 27" Alton C. Allen Historical
Conference invitation in Hallettsville was extended.

Gary Ralston reported twenty out of one hundred fifty pedestails, which mark
unknown graves, had been poured. Marker Chair John Foester reported
continuing to help William Bozic document 2™ Regiment of Engineers Corps
d’Afrique and finishing LaSalle(city) Marker. Waiting for Clark Station and
Shrimp Fishery to arrive from foundry.

Chairman Larry Nichols, Gary Ralston, and Vicki Cox presented the LaSalle
Monument National Register of Historic Places plaque for viewing to the
Calhoun County Commissioners Court on August 8, 2025. Kieth Hubbard
and Gary Ralston installed the plague on the LaSalle Monument on August
8, 2025. Installation may be viewed at Calhoun County Historical
Commission Facebook. Simple dedication program is set for September 13,
2025, at 10:00 A.M. at the LaSalle Monument. Since Calhoun County Texas
was the first spot for the French Flag to fly,1684-1688, motion by Jay Cuellar,
seconded by Jesse Briseno to purchase 3X5 French National Flag. Motion




carried. Dedication will be followed by a tour of LaBelle Exhibit at the Calhoun
County Museum.

Chairman Nichols reviewed 2025 Goals. Highway 87 Historical sign was
installed by Larry Nichols, Jesse Briseno, and Gary Ralston. Jessie Hubble
informed Seadrift City Council was meeting August 12, 2025, with Seadrift
Historical sign on agenda. Cindy Alford has donated $300.00 towards the
sign. Mr. Nichols presented banner being flown at Calhoun County Museum
emphasizing America’s 250 Birthday. Jody Weaver reported Port Lavaca
sign under consideration. Offsite storage site rental fee$50.00 is being paid
and will be due again in January. Discussed protected movement of hand
dug Indigenous Peoples’ canoe, donated by Leonard Fisher, to new storage
site.

Jody Weaver and Sheryl Cuellar reported Cemetery Tour will be November
1-2 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Port Lavaca Cemetery with six characters:
Grace Bierman, Edward Edgar, Howard Hartzog, Mrs. Cherry, Juliet Fretwell,
and James Fuikerson. November 2 will feature day performance at Port
Lavaca Theater.

Ralston reported that Olivia Silhouette work will begin after school starts. City
of Port Lavaca Economic Development Officer Derrick Smith reported Half
Moon Reef Lighthouse landscape by Marvelous Gardens had been
completed. Deck was previous completed by Calhoun County
Commissioner 3 Joel Behrens. Clevelan Willard Roy Enterprise had been
hired to paint the Lighthouse interior both upstairs and down. Handrails on
the upper deck will be replaced and metal window framing will be addressed.
The handicap ramp will be completed by the Calhoun County Independent
School District Maintenance. Exterior appearance will be addressed in 2026
City of Port Lavaca budget.

Sheryl Cuellar reported Tombstone Tuesday will be featured live on the Port
Lavaca Wave web site and Port Lavaca Listens. Site has received 39,000
hits. Individuals featured included Julia Fretwell, Johann Schmidt, Fred
Montier, and Capt. Frank Bauer. Calhoun County Museum Director Vicki Cox
reported attending HIM School open house, receiving Indianola handmade
tool collection, and Matagorda Air Force Base Commander Sid Ward's dress



— uniform. Motion to adjourn was made by Jessie Hubbell and seconded by
Jay Cuellar. Chairman Nichols adjourned the meeting. Next meeting will be
September 9, 2025.




